65% vs. 80% Letoff

The decision to shoot an 80% letoff versus a 65% letoff bow is one that needs to be looked at carefully before a choice is made. With the amazing number of excellent bows on the market today, one should consider several factors before making a final choice. The first question to ask yourself is, “What is the primary thing I am going to do with my bow?” Will the bow be used mainly for hunting, 3-D, target shooting, or a combination of all three? 

For the hunter, an 80% letoff is probably going to be the best bet. There are several reasons for this. In a hunting situation you may be required to hold at full draw for a long period of time while waiting for an opening. While the 80% bow will be slower than a 65% or 50% letoff bow, it will still be plenty fast when using broadheads. 

For the 3-D shooter, there are several more questions to ask yourself. If you like the physical weight of your equipment to be light, then the 80% may work better for you. If you like a heavy setup, then you may opt for 65%, since it will provide more tension while at full draw. Since the higher the letoff, the slower the arrow, your draw length needs to be considered. A long draw shooter will not need as much poundage as a shorter draw shooter will. One option for the short draw archer is to shoot lighter weight carbons, but you will sacrifice line cutting ability with the smaller diameter shaft.

Another question would be the type of release used. Most finger shooters will need the 65% letoff to insure a clean release. A back tension release will work with either. A puncher may like a little more tension to help them stay in their shot. It all boils down to what works best for YOU. The 80% will be a little slower, but there are quite a few bows available that will shoot the heavy arrows at 280 fps and faster. The 65% will allow you to reduce the peak weight, while increasing the holding weight to obtain the same results. Again, it is what works best for each individual. Don’t go out and buy a bow just because your buddy shoots one. Determine what works best for you, and stick with it.

